Rl drem’s

RIGHTS ALLIANCE

Presentation — IMPACT Seminar
‘Education: Grading our Government’

Jillian van Turnhout
Children’s Rights Alliance




REPORT CARD 2009



Key Statisticsy

e GDPinvested in education was 4.6% in 2005. (OECD average of 5.8% GDP)

e Ireland ranks 27t" out of 29 OECD countries in terms of per capita investment
for each second-level student

e Ireland ranks 30t out of 34 in terms of educational expenditure per student
e UNICEF ranked Ireland last of 25 OECD countries - ECCE.
e 1in 10 leaves school with literacy problems. (1in 3 in disadvantaged communities)

e Primary and secondary schools have 4 more pupils per class when compared
with other EU countries.

e Only six OECD countries have a worse pupil-teacher ratio than Ireland
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Grading for Alliance Report Card 2009
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Overall Grade: D

e Failure to give children a fair start in early years education

e No national level target in the critical area of child literacy

e Failure to tackle early school leaving school over the past 17 years,
despite the investment of resources

e Neglecting the rights of children with special educational needs
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Halted commitment to roll out early education support

Failed to measure progress towards the national level target
on child literacy

U-turn - number of language support teachers in schools
Delivered only 11 of the promised 40 new staff to the NEWB

No progress in 17 years to reduce the rate of early school
leaving

Indefinitely deferred the implementation of the EPSEN Act

2004.
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Ireland has good policy commitments to children, but on the
whole they are not being honoured. Almost half of those
looked at by the Alliance are ‘lagging seriously behind’

There is a lack of accountability to commitments and, it
appears, a lack of concern among Government and in the
system when commitments are not honoured

Monitoring and evaluation processes are often lacking

There is a failure among Government departments and
agencies to work together to achieve common aims
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The Alliance wants Ireland to be one of
the best places in the world to be a child

Let’s work together to make it happen
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Thank You
Any Questions?




